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What’s on 
at a glance...

� Sun 1 Feb   13:30 - 15:30
Table top sale at Shipton Bellinger
Village Centre.  £5 per table -
Contact 01980 - 847 204.  Entry :
50p in aid of Shipton Pre-School.

� Tues 10 Feb   19:00 - 21:00
Bluez ‘n’ Zuz Youth Disco at
Clarendon Primary School.  11-15s

� 16-20 Feb   Half Term
AWS childrens’ activities: see inside

� Wed 25 Feb   10:30
Families Fun Day at The Beeches
in Bulford to name the new play
park.   More details inside ...

� Thurs 26 Feb   13:00
Official opening of the new play
park in Ward Road, Bulford

� Sat 28 Feb   19:30
Just Jaz - a concert by the Wells
Cathedral School Big Band at the
Museum of Army Flying.  Supper
included.  Doors open at 18:00.
Tickets : 01264 - 784421 or email
administration@flying-museum.org.uk

� Mar - Sept   Organ Recitals
Monthly recitals at Salisbury
Cathedral, beginning Wed 11 Mar.
www.salisburycathedral.org.uk 

� 2-Day Bikeability Course
1st week of the Easter Holidays for
children over 10 years.  Course
covers road riding, roundabouts,
etc.  Cost : £5 for insurance.  More
information from Joyce Stretton
(AWS) on 07810 - 771630

Wanted ...
� Swimming Instructors
for the Pewsey & Tidworth
Amateur Swimming Club based at
the TLC.  Mon & Thurs 19:00 -
20:00.  Details : 01264 - 791926

� Tidworth AWS Youth Clubs
need volunteers to help with both
the Junior Youth Club (9-12s) and
Seniors (11+).  Call 07810-771630

� Tidworth Polo Stables needs
Grooms : full or part time.  Pay
according to experience
Volunteer Riders to exercise the
ponies/Help in the Stables : no
experience needed
Call 01980 - 602508 (stables) or
846705 (office)

The Wellington Academy in Tidworth opens in September, replacing the
existing Castledown School.  The superb new buildings will be ready for
occupation in March 2011.  Academies are independent, state schools, fully
funded by central government.
The new academy has received an additional grant for a 100-learner boarding
unit, which will be available from September 2011.  The boarding facilities,
which are for children aged 11 to 18, will be of particular interest to Service
families.  Close links with the army in the new academy will be crucial, with
40% of the existing students of Castledown coming from military families.
The academy will develop special programmes that reduce the disruption to
a child's education due to changes of school - as well as paying particular
attention to the other needs of children from Service families, who may join
the school in the middle of an academic year.  
The academy specialises in business & enterprise and modern languages -
and will develop links with local businesses, including the military, not least
in providing training and education opportunities.
The academy is opening a sixth form from September 2009, and also has
places for children in other year groups.  Anyone interested in applying for
places at the academy can find further information at
www.thewellingtonacademy.org.uk.
"This superb building has been designed to create the ethos we want in the
new school, Principal Andy Schofield told Drumbeat.  “It will provide first-
class facilities for learning, as well as being a great place to come to work
every day.  I'm sure the community will be as excited as I am when they see
the plans."  
The new academy is an important element in generating renewed sense of
civic pride for the people of Ludgershall and Tidworth, as well as greatly
strengthening the military-civilian integration programme, in the build up
the development of the super garrison at Tidworth.  
The Wellington Academy is sponsored by Wellington College, the leading
independent school in Berkshire.  The link between the college and a school
in a military area is entirely appropriate, as the College was founded as the
national monument to the Duke of Wellington.  The academy will also run a
Combined Cadet Force and will have an indoor shooting range on site.  The
final plans will be available for inspection by the community during
February and March.
See inside for more artist’s impression drawings of the new buildings ...

Wellington Academy opens soon !
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New Play Park in Bulford ...
Opening this month !

A new playpark will be opening soon in Bulford’s New
Ward Road, provided by Defence Estates (Ops) Housing
and constructed by MODern Housing Solutions (MHS)
and contractor Record RSS.

Name that Playpark !   
25 Feb   10:30   at The Beeches in Bulford

Come along to a Families’ Day at Bulford on Wednesday
25th February at 10:30am at The Beeches to find out more
about the new facilities and to take part in the ‘Playpark
Naming Competition’.   Coinciding with the 4 RIFLES
Coffee morning, there will be face-painting and goody
bags for the children and coffee and cakes for the adults !
Everyone is welcome !

Official Opening
26 Feb   13:00   Ward Road Playpark   

The new playpark will be officially opened at 13:00 on
Thursday 26th February by the GOC 3(UK) Division,
Major General BWB White-Spunner.

Come along and help celebrate the grand
opening !

AWS Half Term Activities
for the week Mon 16 - Fri 20 Feb 2009

Babysitting Course at The Beeches in Bulford
16 - 19 Feb    14:30 - 16:30    Ages 14+    Cost : £15
First aid, Rights & the law, everything you need to know
about being a responsible and confident babysitter.
Junk Band / Media Project at The Beeches in Bulford 
16 - 19 Feb    10:00 - 15:00   for ages 8-16   Cost : £25
Spend 4 days making music in weird and wonderful ways
using junk, computers and sound equipment.
Environmental Training Day in Devizes (free lunch!)
Fri 20 Feb   9:00 - 15:00   for ages 13-18   Cost : free
Be a part of developing something new and exciting for
your youth club and meet new friends.
Xplaination Project - in partnership with Wiltshire
Wildlife Trust.  Celebration events going on all week :
Tues 17 Feb     11:00    Upavon Community Centre
Wed 18 Feb     11:00    The Grapevine, Perham Down
Thurs 19 Feb   11:00    Larkhill Community Centre
Thurs 19 Feb   14:00    The Beeches, Bulford

Contact your Community Development Worker for 
more details or call the AWS office on 01980 - 672105.

Welcome to the new  Garrison
Welfare Support Officer

Lt Col (Retd) Mike Smart MBE
took on the new post of Salisbury
Plain Super Garrison Welfare
Support Officer in September last
year.  He heads up the Army
Welfare Service (AWS) team based
in Horne Road Bulford with a
remit to co-ordinate the work of
the AWS across all of the
Garrisons and outstations around
the Plain.  
“The key advantage of organising
the AWS delivery in this way is
that we can now  better focus our
needs with the Local Authority and relevant public and
charity agencies in the area”, Lt Col Smart told Drumbeat.
“Already we are seeing a more joined up approach,
bringing more understanding, commitment and funds
that simply weren't there before”. 
Although he only retired from the Army in October 2008,
Lt Col Smart and his family have lived in the area since
1994.  His wife is an Assistant Head at a local
comprehensive school and both his children were
educated in local State schools.

A Message from the new
Garrison Commander

I am delighted to have the privilege of taking over as
Commander of the largest Garrison in the UK, covering
the military communities of Tidworth, Bulford,
Netheravon, Perham Down and Ludgershall. Although I
have never served here, I have inevitably visited many
times in the past, either preparing for operations or
undertaking regimental training on Salisbury Plain. 
The changes that have occurred to the infrastructure and
facilities since I was last here are truly extraordinary and
bear witness to the investment in people now taking place
under project Allenby/ Connaught.  This part of Wiltshire
is definitely becoming a good place in which to serve.
There is still, of course, much to be done, particularly in
Bulford, and in improvement to our families'
accommodation. 
With so many major and minor units based in the
Garrison area, it will take me time to get round and visit
you all, but I look forward to meeting many of you soon as
possible.  I would particularly like to pay tribute to my
predecessor, Colonel Aubrey-Fletcher, who did so much to
improve things within the Garrison and was a leading
light in pulling together the local military and civilian
communities.  There remain many challenges, and I and
my staff will do everything we can to solve them, in order
to make the lives of all better within the Garrison.  

Colonel Paddy Tabor MVO, Garrison Commander 
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