
A Very Happy Christmas to all Drumbeat Readers !
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What’s on 
at a glance...
�� 2 - 6 Dec 19:30  & Sat 14:30
‘The King & I’ at Salisbury City Hall
by Salisbury Amateur Operatic
Society. Tickets 01722 - 434434 or
salisburyamateuroperatic.org.uk

�� Wed 3 Dec     15:00 - 17:00
German-style Christmas Market at
Zouch Primary School, Tidworth

�� Thurs 4 Dec     18:30 - 21:00
Fashion Show - Castledown School

�� Fri 5 Dec   20:00
Carols in Salisbury Cathedral in
aid of Macmillan Cancer Support
featuring the Cathedral Choir and
celebrity readers.  Tickets : 01793-
432252 or 0117 9670975 email:
wiltshire@macmillan.org.uk

�� Fri 5 Dec   16:30 - 22:00
‘Crafty Thinking’ - Local & fair trade
craft fair.  St Michael’s Church Hall,
Tidworth.  Refreshments

�� Sat 6 Dec     10:00 - 16:00
Wylye Road Community Centre
1st Tidworth Scouts Christmas
Bazaar in aid of Scout funds.

�� Tues 9 Dec   19:00 - 21:00
Christmas Bluez ‘n’ Zuz   See
inside
�� Wed 10 Dec   

18:00 - 20:00
Community Carol Singing
in Tidworth & Ludgershall
with music from the Band
of the Prince of Wales’s
Division.   See inside

�� Sat 13 Dec     19:30
Christmas Concert from ‘Ensemble
Champagne’ at Shipton Bellinger
Village Centre.  Tickets : £8 from
01980 - 846341 / 843373 or
Parkhouse Stores.

�� Sat 13 Dec     19:30
‘A Christmas Carol’ at St James
Church, Ludgershall.  Tickets from
01264 - 790644

�� Wed 17 Dec     11:30
Garrison Carol Service with music
by the Band of the Prince of
Wales’s Division.  All-denomination
service open to everyone.

�� Mon 19 Jan 09   19:00
Tidworth Residents’ Forum at
Wylye Road Community Centre

A Visit from the Colonel in Chief
Soldiers from 
3 MERCIAN
received a visit
from their
Colonel-in-Chief,
The Prince of
Wales, during
Exercise Wessex
Warrior on the
Plain last month.

3 MERCIAN is
currently the Land
Warfare Centre
Battle Group,
which provides
fighting troops to
test Units visiting
the Training Area.  

After visiting the troops and being
shown the equipment they use,
including an opportunity to sit inside
a Warrior armoured vehicle, His
Royal Highness presented four

SNCOs with Long Service
and Good Conduct medals
and a further three with
Royal Warrants.   

3 MERCIAN will be moving
with their families to
Fallingbostel next year.

2 R Welsh Support Service Charities 
Fundraising by 2 R WELSH has raised over £30,000 for Forces’ charities !  

1 Mech Brigade Commander, Brigadier James Bashall, is pictured here
presenting a cheque for £4,500 to BLESMA, the British Limbless Ex-Service
Men's Association.   £4,000 was raised by raffling tickets to the Rugby World
Cup during Op TELIC 10.  The remainder was raised in a charity golf
competition organised by SSgt Argue, REME attached to 2 R Welsh.  The
cheque was accepted by BLESMA’s representative, Heather Nicholson.

At the Wales v South Africa rugby match at the Millennium Stadium in
Cardiff on 8th November, 40 Welsh Warriors helped with the collection for
Help for Heroes and the RBL Poppy Appeal, raising a remarkable £27,000
which will be split between the two charities. 

The Prince of
Wales chats with

soldiers from
Martinique Coy
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Farewell from Brigadier Bashall
Two years have rushed past.  I
am now writing to say farewell
when it seems only yesterday I
was writing an article for
Drumbeat Magazine at the start
of my tour.  The tenure of my
time as brigade and garrison
commander have seen some
momentous changes, both at
home and overseas.  

At home project ALLENBY /
CONNAUGHT has accelerated;
the shape and structure of the
Garrison in Tidworth is now
becoming clear.  Real progress is
also now apparent in Bulford.  These physical changes are a
sign of investment and, in particular, investment in our
single soldiers' accommodation.  And they are momentous
changes.  Until 2006, the garrison's infrastructure had
changed very little over the past 100 years and we had
consciously failed to invest in either maintenance or
alterations to the standard of facilities enjoyed by our
Victorian ancestors.  Those serving now should consider
themselves fortunate !  But the consequences of these
physical changes on our lives, and especially our military
culture, are unknown.  The impact of Pay as you Dine,
Whole Fleet Management, Pairing and Sharing are all going
to take time to adjust to.  And I think this is the challenge
for the next few years.  To embrace change, to get
accustomed to it, and to make the best of it.  My greatest
concern remains with our families and the quality of our
married quarters.  As Brigade Commander it frustrates me
not to be able to do more to help.  So much is now
controlled by civilian contractors, that I am unable to offer
proper assistance.  I hope the military chain of command
will continue to do all it can to keep our married quarters
estates safe, clean and decent.

Overseas, the Brigade was involved last year in what I
believe will be seen as the key turning point in the Iraq
campaign.  The bravery, stoicism, courage and
determination of all ranks under fire was a privilege to
behold.  And I know 12 Brigade and others in the Garrison
endured equal hardship and challenges during their
operational tours.  But for 1 Brigade, the success of Op
TELIC 10 tour is evident today in the strategic change we
see taking place in Iraq.  Everyone can feel proud about the
part they played in bringing about such important progress.
We now need to live with the consequences of the tour, and
in particular ensure that our dead are not forgotten; and
that our wounded and bereaved are looked after properly,
and cared for by the military chain of command.

I am very sad to be leaving Tidworth, brigade command
and the Garrison.  It has been a remarkable and very
enjoyable two years for my family and myself.  I wish you
all every success with your future careers, and I hope the
Army continues to give you a fulfilling, challenging and
above all a rewarding way of life.

Thank you for all your help and support, and good luck.

MP opens new Businesses
Three new
businesses in
Tidworth
were opened
last month
by local MP,
the Rt Hon
Michael
Ancram QC. 

Tidworth has
developed
considerably
over the past
decade and

now offers many advantages to small companies
wishing to relocate here.

Check out the new shops at the top of Station Road :
Trotters Equine & Country Store, Generation Sports &
Cycles and a new Indian restaurant, The Blue Garlic.

And 2 more businesses are due to open in the new year !

Families’ Activity Breaks 2009
This pilot project is aimed at bereaved children under the
age of 19 and their parent/carer.  The aim of the activity
holidays is for families to be in an adventurous, safe and
supportive environment to allow them to foster self-
confidence and friendship whilst having fun.

1 - 8 August 2009   YHA Coverack, Cornwall
8 - 15 August 2009   YHA Whitby, North Yorkshire

For more information, log on to www.army.mod.uk/fab
from 1st December 2008 or contact Major BL Forsythe MBE
Tel: 01722-437580  Email: belinda.forsythe926@mod.uk

On Exercise in Canada ... 
Soldiers from 1 Mechanised Brigade have spent most of
the summer and autumn on the vast Prairies in Alberta,
Canada.  The British Army Training Unit Suffield,
(BATUS), is one of the army's biggest training areas and
is the location for Exercise Medicine Man, 5 times a year.  

The 2 RTR Battle Group, consisting of sub-units from 
2 RTR, 1 RTR, 2 R WELSH, 22 Engineer Regt and 19 Regt
RA, took part in this year’s Ex Medicine Man 5 in
October/November.  Many of the soldiers from 2 RTR
and 2 R WELSH were also involved in Ex Medicine Man
3 in July/August, when they deployed as the Opposition
Force (OPFOR) for the 3 YORKS Battle Group.  

The Exercise has 2 main phases, the first involves the
live firing of all weapon systems, practising high-
intensity, armoured war fighting for the most complex
type of operations the Army undertakes. 

In between the 2 phases, many soldiers take part in an
excellent Adventure Training package in the Canadian
Rockies, where activities include canoeing, sailing, rock
climbing, horse riding, dog-sledging and ice climbing.

The second phase of the exercise uses TES, ‘electronic
beam warfare’, which is extremely realistic yet safe.  The
Battle Group takes on a live enemy, ‘OPFOR’, which this
time came from the KRH Battle Group.  All vehicles,
weapon systems and personnel are fitted with electronic
sensors which accurately simulate when casualties are
inflicted, giving a very accurate assessment of how
successfully the exercises have been conducted.   

The 2 RTR Battle Group was highly praised during the
Exercise.  All ranks, from the commanders to the
youngest soldiers, worked hard to ensure the success of
the exercise, proving that it is a robust unit, ready to
actively participate in operations anywhere.  
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