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What’s on 
at a glance...

� Sat 9 May   13:00 - 16:00  
Spring Fayre at Ordnance House.
Indoor & outdoor attractions.  Free
Entry.  Details from 07769-878874

� Mon 11 May   18:00  
Afghanistan : a talk at Tedworth
House by author, Victoria Schofield.
Details inside ...

� Tues 12 May   19:00 - 21:00  
Bluez ‘n’ Zuz Youth Disco at
Clarendon Primary School.  11-15s   

� Wed 13 May    09:00 - 12:30 
Operation Clean Sweep: Help the
Garrison clean up the area around
where you live!

� Sun 17 May  
Sponsored Bikeathon & Run in
Tedworth Park    Details inside ...

� Sat 16 June   14:00 - 17:00  
Shipton Bellinger Annual Village
Fete on the playing fields at the
Village Centre.

� Sat 20 June    19:45 
“Intent on Murder” - a murder
mystery supper evening at the
Village Centre with The Bellinger
Players.  Call 01980 - 846341 for
details

3DSR : Army Challenge Cup Winners !
After a year’s break
due to operational
commitments, 3rd
(UK) Division HQ &
Signal Regt had its
sights firmly set on
winning the Army
Challenge Cup once
again this year.  
At the Aldershot
Military Stadium,
7Bn REME won the
toss, but the first
half belonged to the
‘Iron Division’,
whose first goal was scored in the 35th minute.  
An equalising goal from 7Bn REME came in the 70th minute.  With
everything left to play for, the conceded goal spurred the Signals back into
action and they scored a second goal, winning the Army Challenge Cup for
the second time in 3 years.
The trophy was presented by Mr Wilf Dixon, a former Arsenal coach and
President of the Army Football Association.

The
Chairman,
Brigadier Hall, and
Leader, Jane Scott, of the
new Wiltshire Council, together
with the Director of NHS Wiltshire, Maggie
Rae, were among the guests who donned plastic
overshoes to attend the poolside launch of the “Big Splash” programme at
Tidworth Leisure Centre last month.  
From now on, anyone under 16 or over 60 will be able to swim at any
public swimming session, on any day, completely WITHOUT CHARGE !

Free Swimming
at Tidworth Leisure Centre
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Listen to BFBS on DAB Radio !
Anyone who's been posted

overseas, or on ops, will know
and love BFBS Radio. 

The good news is that, from
20th April, its unique mix of

programmes is now available
permanently on DAB Digital

Radio in the UK !
Support has come from the top
of the MOD :
In a letter to BFBS, the Chief of
the General Staff, General Sir
Richard Dannatt, said: "I am
delighted that the DAB Digital

Radio initiative is taking off so quickly; the capability it
will deliver in reaching so many of the Service Community
is invaluable.  I am a keen supporter of BFBS on Digital."
Support has been no less keen from The First Sea Lord,
Admiral Sir Jonathon Band, and The Chief of the Air Staff,
Air Chief Marshal Sir Glenn Torpy.
BFBS Radio undertook a three-month trial on DAB in early
2008 and conducted detailed audience research that
indicated an audience of more than 850,000 listened to its
mix of Forces news, music requests and dedications.  
"BFBS Radio exists to connect the Forces community," says
Controller, Charles Foster.  "We've done that overseas for
more than sixty years, but now we're coming home.  We'll
continue to broadcast to the Forces and their families in
Germany, Cyprus and around the world but our main
focus now has to be operational areas and the vast
majority of the service community in the UK."

The DAB service is being funded
by the Services' Sound & Vision
Corporation, the charity that has
run the BFBS Radio and
Television contract since 1983.
The corporation's Acting
Managing Director, Simon Shute,
says the move is a "gesture of
support to the men and
women who serve our country
at home and abroad."
Charles Foster is confident that
BFBS Radio will be a success in
the tough UK radio market.  "We
have some hugely talented
presenters, we play fantastic
music, we pack our programmes
full of unique Forces news and
reports and, most importantly,
we connect a unique audience
across the world. And according
to the audience research last
year, we are a little quirky,
which people like !  Tell your
family and friends to tune in !"

In addition to its new DAB service, BFBS Radio is heard in
more than a dozen countries, from Afghanistan to Brunei,
Cyprus to the Falklands and Germany to the Middle East.
It is also available online at www.bfbs.com, on Sky Guide
Number 0211 and Freesat Channel 786.
� Last year, The BFBS Big Salute raised
over £100,000 for its 5 nominated military
charities : BLESMA, Combat Stress, Headley
Court, St Dunstan’s and Veterans’ Aid.  Get
ready for the big push when The Big Salute 2009 kicks
off on Saturday 2nd May !  Go to the Big Salute website
now and see how you can help raise loads of money!

www.ssvc.com/bfbs/bigsalute

3 MERCIAN raises money for
Help for Heroes

A tremendous effort by Corporals John Raymond and
Lewis Lloyd from the 3 MERCIAN LAD has raised over
£10,000 for Help for Heroes.  
What started as a Christmas charity function which hoped
to raise around £800, quickly developed into something
bigger and, following several Saturdays spent bucket-
rattling at McArthur Glen in Swindon, the final sum
raised was £10,585.84 !
Cpls Raymond and Lloyd presented the cheque to Katie
Cherrett, Help for Heroes’ Head of Major Events.
“ This is an absolutely amazing effort, especially as their
original target was £800!”, she said.

1RHA raises money for the ABF
Soldiers and families from 1 RHA have raised a
magnificent £14,633.56 for the Army Benevolent Fund.
Commanding Officer, Lt Col Simon Humphrey OBE
RHA, is pictured here by the 1RHA Memorial Stone,
presenting the cheque to Col (Retd) Tony Moorby,

Regional Director
Fundraising from
the ABF.
The money was
raised at a Half
Marathon
organised by WO1
(RSM) G Williams
(right) and at a
Regimental
Families’ Day
organised by Capt
Billy Henry (left).

Sapper’s
Success

Sapper Adam Whitfield
from 8 Armoured
Engineer Squadron, of 26
Engineer Regiment based
in Perham Down, is the
2008 Amateur Boxing
Association Fly Weight

Champion and is already through to the Quarter Finals of
the 2009 competition.  He has also competed at
international level, representing England twice so far.  
Following this success, he was put forward as the Army’s
nomination for the Combined Services Sportsman of the
Year Award 2009, narrowly losing to Lt Reid RN who had
also won an Olympic Gold Medal for rowing.
He is seen here receiving his Runners-Up Award from
HRH The Earl of Wessex. 
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Thank you ...
6 Bn REME recently came to the aid of the
children at Shipton Bellinger Primary School.
The children’s adventure playground had
become very overgrown with brambles
which, although yielding a bumper crop of
blackberries, the prickles were a problem for the children.
Fortified by tea and bacon rolls, the team led by Cpl
Wentzel worked hard, not just to clear the brambles but
also to prune the bee and butterfly garden and give the
wooden playground structures a lick of paint.
The adventure playground is now very ‘user friendly’ and
looking very smart.
The school would like to thank 6Bn, and in particular
Corporal Wentzel’s team, for all their hard work.  Not just
the school, but the whole village of Shipton Bellinger very
much appreciates the relationship it has with 6Bn REME.  

Army Learning Centre Open Day
Tuesday 12 May   14:00 - 19:00

at the Library in Tidworth Leisure Centre
Come along and meet the Staff from Tidworth’s Army

Learning Centre and find out more about the wide range 
of Learndirect courses on offer.

If you can’t make it on 12 May, then just contact Zena,
Gemma or Sam on 01980 - 602275

2 R Welsh Wives 
walk to Wales for Charity

On a damp overcast Friday
morning in April, twenty-four
wives, girlfriends and daughters
from 2 R WELSH, some of whom
have loved-ones currently
deployed in Afghanistan, set off
on a 140-mile sponsored walk
from the Battalion’s home in
Tidworth to the Ty Hafan
Hospice in Barry, in South Wales.
The walk was planned and
undertaken by members of the
Wives’ Club Committee, led by
Mrs Julie Davies, with

administrative support from the Welfare Office and other
members of the Battalion. 
After a gruelling 2 days of walking, sore feet and blisters
were soon forgotten as Ty Hafan came into sight, with a
large group of family and friends to cheer them in.
Shenkin the Regimental goat led them up to the hospice
where they were met by some of the children who had
made a welcome sign.  Perhaps unsurprisingly, with
blisters and aches abundant, the girls decided on an early
night instead of hitting the night life of Cardiff !  
We have currently raised just over £9000 for the hospice
and would love to hit £10,000.  To donate to this worthy
cause, please pop in the Welfare Office or go to :

www.justgiving.com/welsh-warriors-walk

Anzac Day in Bulford
Anzac Day is a national day of remembrance in Australia
and New Zealand, commemorated by both countries on
25 April every year to honour members of the Australian
and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) who fought at
Gallipoli in Turkey during World War I.  
In Bulford, Anzac Day is the day of the annual ‘clean-up’
of the Kiwi, carved into the hill in 1919 by soldiers from
New Zealand while they awaited repatriation.
The Kiwi Clean-up is organised by Richard Osgood, Head
of the Defence Estates Historic Environment Team, and
undertaken by volunteers from 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig
Regt, with help from a number of organisations including
the Bulford Conservation Group, the Bulford Kiwi Scouts,
Defence Estates, Landmarc, the Bulford Detachment ACF
and three New Zealanders who heard about what was
happening and came along to help.

UK Forces withdraw from Iraq
- KRH at home for the Summer
The King's Royal Hussars have now officially been stood
down from any operational commitments in the Middle
East this summer, except for a small contingent from the
Regiment which will deploy to Kuwait for a limited
period, to help prepare the small force of British troops
remaining in Iraq and Kuwait.  
The news comes as a welcome relief to both soldiers and
families who had been preparing themselves for another
summer in foreign parts.  It will be the first full Summer
many of the Regiment have had in the UK since 2003. 
News of the stand down comes just a week after the
Regiment completed a number of challenging exercises on
Salisbury Plain in preparation for the impending
deployment.  These exercises on Salisbury Plain,
involving troops from across 12 Brigade and supported
by a small fleet of helicopters, was a chance for the
Squadrons
to hone
their skills
and
practice
working
with other
units.
The
Regiment
will now
have an
opportunity to concentrate on its low level armoured
skills and build on the infantry training already
completed, in preparation for a large dismounted live
firing exercise in Wales later in the year. 
Lt Col Giles Harrison, Commanding Officer of the KRH
said, " Over the last 12 years the Regiment has had 2
summers in the UK, the last of which was in 2003.  A
summer in the UK will be thoroughly enjoyed by all
ranks and allow us to recharge our batteries for the next
challenge - whatever that may be."
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�

Tidworth, Netheravon & Bulford Garrison
Out of the Army - or about to leave - 

but wish to continue to serve ?
Are you under 52 years of age and have

served at least 3 years in the Armed Forces ? 
Join the Military Provost Guard Service (MPGS)

Soldiering with Stability
An opportunity to stay in uniform and help protect the

Home Base, while at the same time improve the quality of
your family life

� The MPGS has a key role to guard our military sites
� No liability for operational deployment
� Secure employment with good rates of pay

The Army is currently recruiting for the MPGS for
employment in the Tidworth and Bulford area.  Further
details, including conditions of service and application

procedures, are available on the Army website :
www.army.mod.uk/provost/guard-service/1242.aspx
or call in at your local Army Careers Information Office.

Specify that you wish to serve in the MPGS at
Tidworth/Bulford

Sponsored Bikeathon & Run
Sunday 17 May    Tedworth Park

in aid of SSAFA Forces Help
Bikes : Two Cross-Country routes (26 & 13 miles) 

for mountain bikes or road bikes with cross tyres fitted.
Staggered start between 10:00 - 11:00
Cross-Country Run : three races :-

Starting at 11:30 : 1 mile for under 15s.
Starting at 12:00 : 5 miles - Adult male 

3 miles - Adult female
Details: Capt (MAA) Rick Young on 07789 - 541126

A 3-day open air extravaganza in Perham Down
Day 1 : Music in Flight - aerial displays by iconic WW2

aircraft, modern planes & gliders , synchronised with music
performed by the London pro Arte Orchestra and the
Romsey Choral Society.  A parachute display, hot air

balloons and fireworks add to the entertainment.
Day 2 : A Rock Concert, headlined by Status Quo

Day 3 : Family Fun Day with something for everyone
PLUS : A Craft Fair & Fun Fair on each day

Information and tickets : www.tidworthfestival.info

24 - 26 July
2009

Proposed new Housing
Development at Tidworth

Following a public consultation on May 12th 2008 at the
Tidworth Community Centre, MOD submitted two
outline planning applications for housing at Tidworth.
North East Quadrant (NEQ) : 500 houses comprising 350
military and 150 civilian family dwellings as set out in the
current Kennet District Local plan along with a link road
between the Collingbourne Ducis and Ludgershall roads.
Area 19 : 360 service units for families stationed at
Tidworth, this being the preferred location for the Army
housing.
These two applications were submitted in November 2008
and were approved, provided certain conditions are met,
at planning committee on 16th April 2009.
The intention stated at the 2008 consultation was that
subject to the Area 19 application being approved then a
replacement civilian-only outline planning application
would be prepared and submitted for the NEQ.
Work has already commenced on this replacement NEQ
application which will be submitted to the new Wiltshire
Unitary Authority in June 2009.
The revised application will include 500+ civilian only
dwellings and will contain a significant number of
affordable homes. There will remain a new link road and
a site for a new one form of entry junior school to service
the new housing. The river corridor will be opened up to
the public for recreation and will form a wildlife corridor
through the site.
A public consultation was held at the Tidworth
Community Centre on 28th April 2008, at which members
of the local community were invited to see the early plans
for this exciting new civilian development.
Subject to approval, development of this new site would
help balance the military and civilian mix of housing
within Tidworth which has long been an aspiration of the
Tidworth Community Partnership.

Afghanistan : a talk at Tedworth House
On Mon 11 May Victoria Schofield will be giving a talk
on her book ‘Afghan Frontier: Feuding and Fighting in
Central Asia’ which considers the historical and strategic
importance of Afghanistan in Central Asia. 
The talk will be held in Tedworth House Officers’ Mess
and is open to all personnel including their dependants.
Refreshments will be served from 5.30pm with the talk
commencing at 6pm.  Spaces are limited so call 10 AEC
on 94342 2370 or 01980 602370 to reserve your place. 

Gate Guardian on the move ...

After 16 years braving all weathers, it took two days to
release Tidworth’s Gate Guardian, an Iraqi T59 tank, from
its plinth at VCP2. 
The T59 was captured by A Sqn, 1st The Queen’s Dragoon
Guards at the end of the First Gulf War.  It was shipped to
England from Kuwait and remained outside Assaye
Barracks during that Regiment’s posting, 1991-2.  They
subsequently presented it to Tidworth and Bulford
Garrison Headquarters on 29 Sept 1992.
The T59 is now on its way to the Tank Museum in
Bovington, Dorset, thanks to efforts of the teams from 6Bn
REME Recce Mechs and 19 Tank Transporter Squadron.

4 June : Elections
You must register by 19 May - don’t lose your vote !
For further information, including arranging postal
and proxy votes :
� contact your Unit Registration Officer
� Visit www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

� See DIN 2009DIN01-043
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